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T H E 
Q AS -B 
QOF--T HIS 
Miſs LESLIES, &c 


UMPTUARY laws, or the diſcourage- 
ment of coſtly manufactures, for apparel, 
in a little or infant ſtate, are beneficial ; to a 
great one, ſuch as Britain is now, they are 
unneceſſary, and may be detrimental, becauſe 
the people of a great ſtate will purchaſe from 
foreigners, perhaps their natural enemies, 
thoſe luxuries which they cannot manufacture 
at home. It is upon this principle, that 
arliament and beneficent communities have 
of late years ſo laudably diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves, by their encouragement of home manu- 
factures, eſpecially of commodities with which 
we are ſupplied from France and other coun- 
tries. 
That of Thread-lace, as it is the moſt ele- 


pant of all articles of luxury imported from 


abroad, is at the ſame time the moſt univer- 
ſal and expenſive. An attempt, therefore, to 
introduce it into Great Britain, and thereby 
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to ſave the vaſt ſums expended abroad ſor that 
commodity, 1s indiſputably an object worthy 
the attention of the legiſlature, and of thoſe 
truſtees who have the diſtribution of the na- 
tional bounty, for the encouragement of the 
arts and manufactures. The commodity of 
Thread-lace deſerves a peculiar encourage- 
ment, by its materials being produced from a 
particular ſpecies of agriculture, which, if 
properly purſued, might be a valt ſaving to 
the nation, and would employ numbers of 
hands which are now either idle, or ſubſiſt 
upon public or private charities. 

From the conſiderations above-mentioned, 
Miſs Leſlic and her three ſiſters have, for ſome 


years, employed themſelves in the thread ma- 
nufactory, fit for the beſt laces. 


They were 
encouraged by the noble public ſpirit, of 
which the legiſlature ſet the example, in the 


premiums appointed to be diſtributed for the 
encouragement of manufactures in Scotland. 
They did not imagine that ſo generous a 
bounty could be directed into any channel but 


that for which it was deſigned, and animated 
by this conviction, they applied themſelves 
with ſuch aſſiduity, to that branch of buſineſs 


which they undertook, that they brought 


their manufacture of thread to a perfection 
never before known in Great Britain, as ap- 
pears from the following authentic teſtimony 


of the truly patriotic Society in the Strand, 
Hor the encouragement of arts and manufac- 
ures, 


Reſolutions 


C33 


Reſolutions of the ComurTTEE, for 


the Encouragement of Arts and 
Sciences in the Strand, 


Parcel of thread, yarn, and flax, of the 
growth of Scotland, and manufactured 
near Hamilton, under the direction of the 
Miſs Leſlies, was produced to the Sooiety for 
promoting arts, &c. in the Strand: and, after 
a very ſtrict and judicious examination by the 
Committee, the Society, on their report, came 
to the following reſolutions: 

* Reſolved, It is the opinion of this com- 
mittee, that the flax, yarn, and thread pro— 
duced by Miſs Leſlie, is much ſuperior in fine- 
neſs and quality to any hitherto grown and 
manufactured in Great Britain.” 

% Reſolved, That it appears to this Com- 
mittee, by a certificate from Hamilton, that 
the flax of which this yarn and thread are 
made, is the growth of Scotland, and the 
yarn and thread made of it is ſpun in Scot- 
land, and made under the direction of the 
Miſs Leſlies.” 

© Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this 
Committee, that if a manufacture of this fine 
thread could be eſtabliſhed to the profit of the 


undertakers, it would be of great advantage 
to the kingdom,“ 
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The foregoing reſolutions produced the 
following Article, honorable to the 
Miſs LESLIES, in Mr. MokriueR's 
Dictionary of Trade and Commerce. 


„ J AST winter, Miſs Leſlie, who, with her 
ſitters have ſome years been attempting 
the eſtabliſhment of a manufacture of fine 
thread in Scotland, laid before the London 
Society tome {pecimens of yarn and thread ſpun 
from tlax, produced in the neighbourhood of 
Hamilton; which flax appeared to be capable 
o: making excecding fine thread, of as {tron 
a texture as the beſt brought from Flanders. 
Lo the raiſing this flax, nature, through the 
p<culiar circumitances of ſoil and air, did the 
offices of art: the poverty of the ground, and 
the coldneſs of the atmoſphere, bringing up 
the flax ſmall and weak, without any other 
deviation from the common method of cul- 
ture, than the ſowing. the feed ſomewhat 
thicker than is uſually done.” 

Such was the generous diſintereſted teſti- 
mony given by that excellent Society, and this 
Author, to the labours of the Mits Leſlies; but 
it 1s with the greateſt reluctance, that they lay 
hefore the Public, the treatment they received 
from a board, more particularly intereſted to 
have protected and encouraged them. 

No inſtitution w aSs perhaps, ever more 
rational, than that of the Truſtees and Com- 
miſſioners for $ſherics and manufactures 


in 


1 


in Scotland; and the Miſs Leſlies thought 
themſelves happy in exerting themſelves to 
deterve their patronage. The Honourable 
Board of Truſtees there, upon the application 
of the Miſs Leſlies, were pleaſed to approve 
of their labours; defired them to proceed; 
requeſted them to exert themſelves to brin 

that branch of buſineſs to perfection, and 
promiſed them a reward and indemnification 


by their ſecretary's letter, dated the 27th of 


December, 1763. In conſequence of this 
encouragement, the Miſs Leſlies, with the 
greateſt aſſiduity, and to the no ſmall riſk of 
their private fortunes, carried their manu- 
facture to ſuch a height, as in the opinion of 
competent judges, did honour to their art and 
induſtry. They provided quantities of lace- 


thread, ſufficient to employ all the lace-wor- 


kers in Hamilton and its neighbourhood, 
They even manufactured, from their own 
thread, a pairofruffles, which was ſhewn tothe 
board, and which his Majeſty himſelf, to 
whom they were preſented, did not diſdain 
to wear. 

The Miſs Leſlies could here reſt their plea 
for public encouragement ; but the lace-work- 
ers of England, have furniſhed them with 


one of national importance, Which they hum- 


bly preſume is irreſiſtible in their favour; 


and it is as follows. After they had, (as has 
been already mentioned) furniſhed the lace- 
workers in their neighbourhood, with fufh- 
cient quantities of thread, they ſent the reſt to 
| London, 
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| | London, where it was worked into lace by the 
| moſt eminent manufacturers, who have can- 
| didly given the following certificates. 
| 


Gerrard-ſtreet, St. Ann's, Nov. 14, 176 5, 


2" To the Gentlemen of the Honourable Arts 


and Sciences ; 


GENTLEMEN, 
* This is to certify, that I have proved 
this thread of Mits Leſlies, in the mak- 
ing of lace, and find it to anſwer extremely 
well. And am, 


Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obedient, and 
humble ſervant, 


CHARLES PRIDICE.” 


London, Jan. 16, 1766. 


© J have wrought of the Pritiſh thread, 
from Miſs Leſlie, fince laſt Auguſt, and 
do declare, it is as good in texture and qua- 
lity as any foreign, and as cheap; ſome 
of which thread was made into a pair of 
ruffles, which was laid before the Society. 
Witneſs my hand, 

RoßgERT GoRDG.” 


London, 


r 
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London, Jan. 3, 1766. 
*© This is to certify the Committee of the 
Arts and Sciences, that the lace laid be- 


« fore you is wrought with Miſs Leflies 
5 thread, and think it full as good, or bet- 


ter, than the foreign. Witneſs my hand, 


5 


* 


N 


HENRY STONE. 


The Miſs Leſlies, happily for themſelves, 
are ready and willing to give the moſt de- 
monſtrative proofs of the above-mention'd 
facts, but they cannot defend themſelves from 
the arrows that have been ſcattered in the dark 
againſt their undertaking : they know not the 
perſons of thoſe who have traduced them : 
they are ignorant of their allegations, and they 
Aatter themſelves, that the inſidious hidden 
manner in which the oppoſition to them 
has been propagated, will fatisfy the impar- 
tial public of its meanneſs and malignity ; 
but they are afflicted and aſtoniſhed, to find 
it comes from that quarter where they expect- 
ed their chief patronage and protection. The 
did not foreſee, that an undertaking ſo truly 
national, could claſh with private intereſts: 
they did not imagine, that a board, founded 
on the trueſt and moſt diſintereſted principles 


of civil policy, could be influenced by ſecret 


machinations; and they, at this moment, 


firmly believe, that the oppoſition and diſ- 


appointments they have met with, proceed 


from miſrepreſentations only. 


It 
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It is to remove the unhappy, and, to them, 
ruinous, effects of thoſe miſrepreſentations, 
that this paper is addreſſed to the public. 

The firſt intimation of any unfair practices 
againſt them, was communicated to them at 
London, by ſome members of the Society 
for the encouragement of arts and manufac- 
tures, who informed them, that the Truſtees 
in Scotland, or ſome one of their number, 
upon falſe informations given them, had 
made an unfavourable repreſentation of their 
undertaking, and thereby prevented the Soci- 
of London for farther conſidering their caſe, 
or giving them a bounty adequate to their la- 
bour and expence. 

The dreadful malignity of this oppoſition 
was felt by the Miſs Leflies in more than one 
inſtance. A number of the moſt reſpectable 
names had entered in England, into a ſub- 
ſcription for their encouragment. But their 
generous intentions were damped by the 
doubts which had been inſinuated, concern- 
ing the reality of the facts which they had al- 
ledged, and which had procured them the 
above honourable teſtimonial from the Soci- 
cty, for encouraging arts and manufactures. 
In ſhort, Miſs Leſlie who was then in London, 
was adviſed by ſeveral of the members to re- 
turn to Scotland, and procure ſatisfactory 
vouchers for the facts ſhe had advanced in 
favour of her manufacture, 3 

Miſs Leflie accordingly returned to Scot- 
land, where ſhg humbly apprehends ſhe was 
turniihed with the very beſt evidences as to 


the 


1 * 
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public, falſe evidences, in an affair that con- 


("$7 
the truth of her allegations, that the nature 
of her undertaking admits of, or requires. 
She applyed to the magiſtrates, town council, 
and merchants in Hamilton, and to the 
member of parliament, juſtices of the peace, 
and other gentlemen of the county of Lanark, 
where the whole of her manufacture has been 
carried on, likewiſe to the magiſtrates, and 
ſeveral of the chief merchants in Glaſgow, 
many of whom are themſelves manufacturers 
of, and dealers in, the ſame commodity. It 
cannot be ſuppoſed, that a private perſon could 
influence, far leſs bias, ſo reſpectable a body of 
men, or that they would obtrude upon the 


cerned not only their country, but themſelves 
and therefore Miſs Leſlie, with all ſubmiſſion, 
hopes that the following certificates will, 


with every candid reader, be deciſive in her 
fayour. | 


Nov. 1766. 
We the perſons ſubſcribing, being ac- 
quainted with the character of Miſs Ann 
Leſlie and ſiſters, thread-makers in Ha- 
milton, and well informed of the ſtate of 
the manufaCtures carried on by them, can 
fully atteſt the following facts, viz. 
1ſt, © That the ſaid Miſs Ann Leſlie and 
ſiſters, are extremely ſkilful, diligent, and 
induſtrious in their buſineſs, and have with 
much pains and application, ſet on foot the 
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20 © making of fine lace- thread, from yarn ſpurt 
270 * in this country, and the produce of flax 
3 * allo raiſed here. 

2d, ©& That this branch of manufacture 
* highly merits protection and encourage- ö 
ll | * ment; and if ſufficiently patronized, 
* might, in time, be of great advantage to 
* Britain, by keeping at home a very conſi- 
[| «« derable ſum, that is annually ſent abroad 
f for that article. 
4 3d, “ That the ſaid Miſs Leſlies have ſtrug- 
Ik « gled under very great difficulties and diſ- 
«© appointments, in attempting to ſet on foot 
1 ce the ſaid branch of manufacture. 
Ath, That the Miſs Leflies have given 
<« ample proofs to the whole country of their 
W. © abilities to carry on that buſineſs to great 
1 * perfection, if they meet with proper en- * 
*© couragement, which we think they very N 
« well deſerve.” 
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Magiſtrates and Merchants in Glaſgow. 


James Buchannan. Walter Stirling. 
2/8 | Neil Bannatyne. , Archibald Smelie. 
„ Andrew Aiton and Co. Young, Auchincloſs and 
„ William Stirling. Lang. 
Brown, Carrick, and Co. Archibald Ingram. 
James Simſon. George Brown. 
Anderſon and Bannatyn. James Brown. 


William Anderſon, 


The 
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The Member of Parliament, Juſtices of the 
Peace and other Gentlemen of the Coun- 


ty of Lanek. 


Dan. Campbell, Mathew Morthland. 
Henry Baillie, John Gordon. 
Robert Coutt. Robert Cullen. 
George Nisbett. William Hamilton, 
Alexander Hamilton, Charles Peddic, 


James Cuniſon. 


Magiſtrates, Town Council, and een 
in Hamilton. 
John Miller, Merchant. Thomas Hart. 


John Naſmith. William Mather. 


John Naiſmith. James Waddrell. 
Alexander Smith. John Fluttor. 


John Downs, Merchant. John Archer, and Son. 
John Borland. Charles Murhed. 


William Brown, James Hamilton. 
William Robertſon. John Sempler. 


* Wecaptain James Roberton, of Earnock, 
captain James Gilchriſt, of Annsfield, and 
George Bogle, of Daldouie, Eſq; three of 
his Majeſty's juſtices of the peace, for the 
* county of Lanark; Meſſrs. Quintin Ha-. 
milton, and Thomas Dunning, magiſtrates 
in the town of Hamilton; the reverend 
Mr. James Miller, miniſter, in the pariſh 
Jof Hamilton, and Mr. James Lawſon, 

ſtamp-maſter in Hamilton, and yarn-in- 
ſpector for the five weſtern counties, do 


2 hereby certify and declare, upon the beſt 
C 2 6 authority, 


cc 
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* authority, that Miſs Ann Leſlie, for pre- 
« ſent, at London, and her three ſiſters, young 
« gentle women, living in this pariſh, have 
« been employed for a confiderable time, in 
* manufacturing thread from Scotch flax ta 
« good advantage; and if they are properly 
« encouraged, can carry that branch of buſi- 
* neſs to greater perfection, and much larger 
© extent: and we further atteſt, with reſpect 
to the ſamples of flax and yarn, lately 
* ſent to London, and produced there by Miſs 
& Leſlie, that the flax was raiſed in a vil- 
e lage, called Uddingſton ; and the yarn ſpun 
© by Jean Thomſon, and her daughter, Jean 
Alexander, both living in that village, in 
* the Pariſh of Bothwell, and neighbour- 
* hood of this place; and that the thread 
« was made of the yarn bought from them, 
* by the ſaid Miſs Leſlies, as witneſs our 
hands, at Hamilton, this ſixth day of De- 
te cember, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 

« ſixty-five years.” | 


ames Millar, miniſter, Quintin Hamilton, baillie, 
ames Roberton. Thomas Dunning, baillie. 
ames Gilchriſt, James Lawſon. 

George Bogle. 


That the flax of which the fine thread, 
lately ſent to London, and produced there by 
Miſs Leſlie, was raiſed in the village of Ud- 
dingſton, in the pariſh of Bothwell, North 
Britain, and was ſpun into yarn in the ſame 

| | village, 
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village, by Jean Thomſon, and her daughter, 


Jean Alexander; is atteſted at Bothwell, the 


7th of December, 1765, by 


Jamzs BAILIIE, miniſter, 


Hamilton, Nov. 1, 1766. 


J have wrought of Miſs Leſlies thread, 
for ſome years, and am daily taking good 
quantities of it, and find it better and 
{tr. nger than foreign; all made of Scots 
flax and yarn; made into thread by Miſs 
Leſlie, ſuperior to any ever came from 
abroad. Witneſs my hand, 


MARGARET WATSON.“ 


Hamilton, Nov. 3, 1766. 


We have wrought of the Miſs Leſlies 


40 
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thread for ſome years, made of Scots flax 
and yarn ; and we are amongſt the oldeſt 
lace-workers in Hamilton, and do declare 


it as good 1n texture and quality as any fg- 


reign, and as cheap. Witneſs our hand, 


MARGARET HAMILTON: 
Mary HAMILTON. 


Hamilton, Nov. 4, 1766. 


4 Ann Henderſon, one of the lace-workers 
in Hamilton, do hereby certify and declare, 
that I and my ſcholars, under my direction 
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and management, have, for theſe three 
years, or thereby, wrought of the thread 
manufactured by the Miſs Leſlies, reſiding 
at Whitehill, in the pariſh of Hamilton, 
out of Scots flax; and the ſame wrought 
into Jace very well, and when wrought, 
does look very well; and the above facts 
is atteſted by 

Ann HENDERSON.” 
« As alſo the above facts is atteſted by me, 
another of the lace-workers of Hamilton, 


MARGARET SEMPEL.” 


Hamilton, Nov. 2, 1766. 
© This is to certify, I Mary Naſmith, miſ- 


treſs of one of the lace ſchools in Hamil- 
ton, have been in uſe to make lace of the 
thread manufactured by the Miſs Leſlies, 
in Whithill, at this place, of various griſts, 
have found it fully as good as the foreign 
thread. The fineſt I wrought of it was 
No. 120, which J made into a ſuit of 
ruffles for his Majeſty King George the 
Third, ſaid to be worn on his Majeſty' 8 
birth. day, | 


MARY Nair. 


The Miſs Lefties ſenſible of the weight 


which the patronage of the board for fiſh- 
erics, and manutactures in Scotland, muſt 
have with the Society, and her friends, at 
Loadon, being furniſhed with the above cer- 


4 


tigcates, 


1 
tificates, on the 21ſt of November laſt, en- 
cloſed them with other papers, in a freſh 
application to the board in Scotland. —The 
reader may judge of her amazement, when her 
petition was returned not only unanſwered, 
but unopened. 

The above is the preſent ſtate . a manu- 
ſacture, which the undertakers flatter them- 
ſelves ought to be an important object to the 
public, Leaſt the concealment of the 
ſmalleſt circumſtance ſhould be imputgd to 
their want of candour, they acknowledge that 
{ome years ago, they received from the board 
of truſtces in Scotland fifty- ſix pounds, and a 
throw-miln ; but the intelligent reader will 
eaſily judge how inadequate ſuch a premium 
is to carry into execution, an undertaking ſo 
difficult, and ſo expenſive as that of making 
thread ſo fine as to be wrought into lace equal 
to any imported at an immence expence, 
from the French and foreigners. The Maſs 
Leſlies beg leave to cloſe this addreſs with a 
few queries, to which they crave an anſwer 
from their opponents whether open or ſecret. 

iſt, Whether any undertaking can be 
"FAN: calculated, than theirs is, "Pg anſwering 
the public ſpirited views of the Legiſlature in 
eſtabliſhing the board for the encouragement 
of fiſherics, and manufactures in Scotland ? 

2dly, Whether the carrying their under— 
taking into execution will not contribute 
to the honour as well as the intereſt of the 
united kingdoms ! 


3dly, 
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i zehn. Whether they have not given full ſa- 
tis 


action that they are actually the manu- 
facturers of the materials of which they make 
their thread from its growth in Scotland, and 
by natives of that kingdom ? 
 4thly, What farther proof of the premiſes 
do their opponents require or expect ? 

5thly, Whether it is for the credit, intereſt, 
or reputation of Great Britain, that a ca« 
bal formed of perſons, either intereſted or 
prejudiced againſt women, whoſe induſtry, 
and good intentions alone procured them 
friends, ought to defeat the laudable, and na- 
tional purpoſcs of a Britiſh Legiſlature ? 

As mention 1s made in the foregoing pages, 
of a Subſcription having been enter'd into, by 
a number of the moſt reſpectable perſonages 
for the encouragement of this deſign, the 
Miſs Leflies beg leave, to do themſelves the 
honour of publiſhing the names and gener- 
ous motives of the Subſcribers. 


LonpoNn, Feb. 13, 1766. 


Miſs Leſlie, and her three fiſters have been 
2 in the thread manufactory for 
ſeveral years, and have carried it to great 
perfection, in the opinion of the beſt judges. 

And of late years they have alſo employed 
themſelves in another branch, by making 
of very fine thread, fit for the beſt laces; 


and have brought it to equal (in the opinion 


of ſome lace-workers in England, who have 
uſed it) the beſt foreign thread for the pur- 
poſe j 


E 

poſe; for which improvement, they received 
a premium ſome years ago from the Truſtees 
for encouraging manufactures in Scotland; 
and within theſe few days a ſtrong teſtimony 
in their favour frum the Society 556 promot- 
ing Arts, &c. in London, as appears by the 
minutes of the report of their committee, 
agreed to and confirmed by the Society; a 
copy of which is hereunto annexed. 

And as the Miſs Lellies are confident, that 
this manufacture of fine thread in Scotland, 
could be carried on by them to a great extent, 
if properly enco'iraged ; not only to the ad- 
vantage of the people employed in railing the 
flax, ſpinning the yarn, and making the 
thread, but alſo to the nation in general, 
by producing at home, what is now wholly 
imported from abroad, at a great and ſurpriz- 
ing expence : on theſe Accounts; 

We the Nobility and Gentry, whoſe names 
are hereunto ſubſcribed, willtzg to encourage 
a manufactory of ſuch public benefit ; and 
at the ſame time to help the Miſs Leſlics, 
who were the firſt that effectually engaged 
in it, and have with great labour and ex- 

ence brought it to the preſent Nate it is in, 
have reſolved to aſſiſt the Miſs Leſlies to: 
go on with their uſcful deſign, which may 
other ways be dropt or jor got, until in due 
time it ſhall be effectually encouraged by 
public authority. 


Dutcheſs of Hamilton, Lady Grant 
Dutcheſs of Queenſberry, Mis. Jane Dennes, 
Counteſs of Buchen. Lady Anne Erſkine. 
Counteſs of Marchizont, Lady Dundas, 
Counteſs of Bute, Mrs. Millar. 
Counteſs of Northeſx. Mrs, Paterſon, 


E 


Mrs. Steward. Lord Cardroſs. 
Counteſs of Levcr. Richard Hill, Eſq; 
Earl of Buchan Rev. Dr. Giffard. 
Earl of Roſeberry. Dr. Briſbane. 

Lord Lindors. Mr. William Blakey, 


The Miſs Leſlics beg leave to conclude this 
addreſs with their acknowledgments to their 
noble generous patrons who have hitherto 
encouraged their undertaking. They are 
ready to ſhew how practicable it is, to carr 
it into execution ; but they admit, at the ſame 
time, that it is above the reach of their private 
tortunes without public encouragement. They 

cannot, however, take their leave of their 
friends without doing ſome juſtice to them- 
ſelves, by putting them in mind, that if ap- 
plication, and induſtry are required for car- 
rying on a manufactory, they hope they have 
a preferable right to the public favour, un- 
leſs ſome ſpecimens can be produced in which 
they are excelled. 

P. 8. A ſpecimen of the fineſt flax, yarn, 
and thread made by the Miſs Leſlies is to be 
depolited among the curioſities of the Britiſh 
Muſaum. For the ſake of the curious, the 
tollowing computation was made of the length 
of a thread, made out of a pound of fine flax. 

Miſs Leſlies fine Scotch yarn, made of 
Scotch flax, 10 quarters of a yard, once round 
the Reel, which makes 1 thread; 120 threads 
makes 1 cut, which is zoo yards; 24 cuts 
makes 1 heſp or 2 ſlips, which is 7,200 
yards; 40 heſps are made out of 1 pound of 
flax, weight is 288 000 yards, for, 
IOX 120 = 1200 4 = 300 X 24 = 7, 200 X40 = 
= 286,000 = 16; 2 Miles in Length. 
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